Immunoprecipitation: Western blot for proteins of low abundance.
Combining the procedures of immunoprecipitation and immunoblotting can help overcome some of the limitations of each separate procedure. Immunoblotting can identify immunoprecipitated proteins more specifically and with higher sensitivity than nonspecific protein stains or autoradiography. Immunoprecipitation can enrich proteins of interest to improve sensitivity for detection when compared with immunoblotting of whole cell extracts. Recently, immunoprecipitation-blotting helped us characterize a new autoantibody, anti-p155, and to test for the presence of the autoantibody in patient sera to study its clinical associations. The procedure for immunoprecipitation-blotting, with specific reference to this autoantibody test ("reverse" immunoprecipitation-blotting), is reported here in detail.